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Reading Plus Reminder for Children in KS2 

We pride ourselves on the support we give children at our school in learning to read and reading to learn. Last 

year, we spent a considerable amount of budget buying into the Reading Plus programme. This is an evidence-

based, online programme with a proven track record at improving children's reading ability. We introduced 

this last January in KS2 and saw amazing results in the Y6 reading SATs just 2 terms later. 

 Children access this resource in school but the licence also enables them to access it at home. All KS2 

children have their log on details in their planners. Please encourage your child to jump on this as often as 

possible at home. It counts towards their 7 times reading challenge and each child gets their own 

individualised texts based on their reading level. The programme improves fluency and comprehension; we are 

seeing fantastic results for children who access this at least 3 times each week for 15 minutes. Children read 

silently on a laptop or iPad and can get on completely independently. Let's keep working together to get our 

children reading!  

A Farewell Message from Rev Pete 

My dear friends in Brayton, Thorpe Willoughby, Barlow, Burn, South-West Selby and beyond! 

I do hope and pray this finds you well. 

I am contacting you with a very heavy heart indeed.  During my extended time of sick leave, it became evident, 

and I have very reluctantly had to accept, that my health condition will no longer allow me to continue in full 

time parish ministry. Over the last few months I have, therefore, been applying for hospital chaplaincy posts. 

I recently successfully interviewed for and have accepted a post as Health Care Chaplain at the Mid Yorkshire 

NHS Teaching Trust. The largest of its 3 hospitals is Pinderfields at Wakefield where I'll mainly be based, 

but I will also work out of the Trust's 2 other smaller hospitals at Dewsbury and Pontefract. Whilst, of 

course, there will be significant challenges to manage in hospital chaplaincy, nevertheless, my hope is that in it 

I will find not only another fulfilling ministry, but a more “boundaried”, and therefore more sustainable, 

ministry. In this way my prayer is that I am enabled to continue fulfilling the vocation to ordained ministry 

God has called me to. I love parish ministry, and love you all, so this brings me enormous sadness. 

 

It goes without saying that this is very hard for me and for us as a family. In the almost 14 years since we 

moved here, our girls have grown up among you and we have all made our home in this community. We are so 

grateful to you all for these years and will miss you enormously.  We know, too, that there will be a lot of 

sadness, though perhaps not complete surprise, as you receive this news, for which I am very sorry indeed. 

Charlotte will continue to teach at Brayton CofE Primary School.  
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My last Sunday service in the parish will be a Joint Parish Communion Service on the 10th December.  I am 

all too aware that this is very short notice indeed, and I am sincerely sorry about this, however this is due to 

the timings and other constraints largely relating to my new appointment. It would be so very lovely if you felt 

able to join me for that. It will be at 10.30am at St Wilfrid's in Brayton. 

Also, to reassure you that Rev Christine Gillespie and Rev Phil Grayson, supported by Rev Roy Shaw, will 

continue to oversee ministry and mission in the parish as the process begins of finding a new Rector. My 

heartfelt thanks to them, and to all in the parish who will be working hard as the parish moves into a period of 

uncertainty, but also, I hope, excitement as to what God has ahead for the parish. 

 

I will, of course, hold you all much in my prayers, and would ask that, if you are someone who prays, you will 

remember us in yours too. Thank you. 

With my love and blessings 

Rev Pete 

School Carol Service Friday 15th December 

We will be going to St Wilf's Church on Friday 15th December for our annual carol service which will start at 

2pm. This will be the last ever service that Rev Pete leads at the church. We would love to see parents and 

grandparents at the church although please be aware, it is often very busy with limited seating once we 

squeeze the children in! We welcome helpers to help us walk to church; if you are available to walk to and from 

church with us, please let your child's class teacher know. We will aim to leave school by 1.20pm. Thank you  

Earrings for PE 

We have increasing numbers of children unable to participate in PE due to getting ears pierced and/or being 

unable to remove earrings themselves. We have to follow NYC policy which clearly states that children are 

unable to participate in any sports / PE whilst wearing earrings. Earrings must be removed; they cannot be 

taped up. Please avoid getting your child’s ears pierced until the start of the summer holidays; this then gives 

the required 6 weeks (when earrings cannot be removed from newly pierced ears) during a holiday, avoiding 

children missing lessons. Many thanks for your cooperation.  

“The Big Ambition” Survey– have your say! REMINDER 

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big Ambition, a national 

survey of children and young people across England. 

The Big Ambition aims to hear from children across England on what they think is important! In the lead up to 

the next General Election, the Children’s Commissioner wants to take children’s thoughts, opinions and ideas to 

decision-makers, to make sure that the Government hears young people’s voices on what they think needs to 

be done to make children’s lives better in England. 

The Big Ambition survey will be open until Friday 15th December. We want as many children from our school 

to give their views as possible and hope that parents and carers will take some time to complete the surveys at 

home with their child/ren.  

Please follow the link below.  
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http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skylark Centre Grotto 

 

See the leaflet here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Parkrun – see details here.  

Fun for all the family- walk, jog or run!  

Take part at Brayton Academy every Sunday at 9am.  
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School Diary Dates- Autumn Term 2023 

The full year of diary dates is available on our school website. Go to ‘News/Events/Recruitment’ Term Dates’ –

‘school diary dates for parents 23/24’. Some activities/ dates may be subject to change but we will always 

contact parents to inform you of any changes.  

 

 

WB 11th Dec Xmas parties  

Mon 11th- Yr 5/6   

Wed 13th- EY/KS1  

Thurs 14th- Yr 3/4 

Fri 15th Dec Carol Service at church 2pm 

Tues 19th   Dec School Xmas lunch 

Tue 19th Dec Xmas performance KS1 and FS2 ONLY 5pm  

Wed 20th Dec Xmas performance KS1 and FS2 ONLY 10am 

Xmas performance KS2 ONLY 5pm 

Thurs 21st Dec Xmas performance KS2 ONLY 10am 

Thurs 21st Dec Finish for Christmas  

Fri 22nd Dec – Mon 8th Jan  Christmas holidays 

Tue 9th Jan  Children back in school for start of Spring term 

 
 

Spring Term 2024 Dates 

 

Mon 8th Jan  Staff Development Day 

Tue 9th Jan Term begins 

W/B 22nd Jan  Maths parent drop ins- each class to confirm own date and time 

Fri 9th Feb Young Voices with choir 

Fri 9th Feb End for half term 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th Feb Half term holiday 

Mon 19th Feb Term begins 

WB 26th Feb Stay & Create – classes to confirm own date and time 

Thurs 7th March World Book Day- details nearer the time 

Fri 15th March Red Nose Day - Comic Relief 2024- details nearer the time 

Tue 19th and Thurs 21st March Parents evenings (Tue 3.30pm-5.30pm / Thurs 4.00pm-6.30pm) 

Thurs 21st March Easter lunch  

25/3/24 - 5/4/24 Easter Holidays  

Mon 8th April  Staff Development Day 

Tue 9th April Term begins for Children 

 


