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7th July 2020 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Your child is due to start at our school in September and we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming them. A very detailed letter about the general plans for reopening school in the Autumn 
term can be found on the school website (homepage) – School Reopening- dated 7th July. That should 
be read in conjunction with this but we felt it was important to contact you directly with the more 
specific information for the new starters.  
 
We are acutely aware that many of your children have not been attending their nursery / other Early 
Years settings for some time; for many children it will be six months since they were last in a setting. 
Starting school can be quite daunting at the best of times but in these circumstances, we feel some 
children will find it very difficult, particularly since we have been unable to meet the children in person 
on the school site.  
 
Usually, we get every child into school full time from the first day of term in Early Years. Historically, 
this has worked extremely well and most children settle quickly into school routines.  
However, this year we plan to introduce the new starters to school in a phased way over the first week. 
This is so that children get chance to meet staff (and other class mates) in a more controlled way, in 
smaller groups; additionally, it will give children the chance to get a feel for the school day without 
becoming too exhausted!  
 
We have allocated children to small groups, alphabetically by surname; this is so that children will 
arrive at the same time as siblings in school. We are planning to offer each small group, of up to 8 
children, two half days in school during the first week of term; children will be able to attend for one 
full morning including staying for lunch, and then for one afternoon on a different day.  
 
The groups will attend as follows:  
GROUPS A and B  (surnames A to L) 

Tue 8th Sept   Thur 10th Sept  

8.45-1.20 Group A (inc 
lunch) 

8.45-1.20 Group B(inc 
lunch) 

1.30-3.00 Group B 1.30-3.00 Group A 

 
GROUPS C and D  (surnames M to Z) 

Wed 9th Sept   Fri 11th Sept  

9.00-1.20 Group C(inc 
lunch) 

9.00-1.20 Group D(inc 
lunch) 

1.30-3.15 Group D 1.30-3.15 Group C 
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We will send you a text shortly confirming which of the four groups your child is in.  
 
Morning sessions 
Children should be dropped off at the reception gate (near the Early Years outdoor play area) in the 
morning; you will be able to enter the school site via either the Myrtle Ave or Parkways entrance gates.  
We are happy for parents to stay and settle their child for a short time. After lunch, they should then 
be collected at 1.20pm from the school office.  
 
Afternoon sessions 
Children should be dropped off at the reception gate (near the Early Years outdoor play area) in the 
afternoon; you will have to enter the school site via the Myrtle Ave gate as the Parkways gate will be 
locked for security reasons. We are happy for parents to stay and settle their child for a short time. 
Children should be collected at the end of the day from the reception class gate.   
 
 
From Monday 14th September, your child will attend school full time. Surnames A to L will attend 
8.45am – 3.00pm and surnames M-Z will attend 9.00am – 3.15pm.  
 
We appreciate that introducing children to school in this staggered way may present some families 
with difficulty; if you have any issues or concerns, please contact the school immediately either by 
email (theoffice@longmanshill.n-yorks.sch.uk) or phone (01757 706841).  
 
We look forward to working in partnership with you.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Mrs J Elcock 
Headteacher 
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