
 

Longman’s Learning Project WEEK 10 – Space 

Year Group: 6 
 

**YEAR 6/7 TRANSITION ACTIVITIES INCLUDED** 
These activities will help your child to make the transition to secondary school. Scroll down to the 

end of the Learning Projects to find some optional activities to complete with your child. 

Weekly Maths Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day)  Weekly Reading Tasks (Aim to do 1 per 
day) 

 DfE Online lessons from Oak National 

Academy 

Daily Maths lessons available @ 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-

classroom/year-6#schedule We are now 

on Week 9.  

 Ask your child to access Mathletics. 

 There are a range of interactive quizzes 
linked to area and perimeter that your 
child can work through on this website. 
There are videos to help too.   

 Ask your child to make a map of a newly 
discovered planet. Provide them with a 
grid drawn onto paper. Each square on 
the map represents 5 metres squared (
m²). It must include: mountains 220m², a 
water source 140m², three islands each 
between 120m² and 240m².   

 Ask your child to have a go at the different 
activities in this NRICH task. This can be 
done on paper. 

● Order the planets in terms of how many 

Earth days it takes to orbit the sun. Saturn: 

10,759 days, Earth: 365 days, Mercury: 88 

days, Uranus: 30,687 days, Jupiter: 4,333 

days, Mars: 687 days, Venus: 225 days & 

Neptune: 60,190 days. 

 Ask your child to read an age-
appropriate book from their own 
collection or from  Oxford Owl.  

 Ask your child to create a character 
profile about a famous book character 
e.g. Harry Potter, Matilda Wormwood 
or Percy Jackson. 

 Encourage your child to research 
information on past space expeditions. 
Which expedition was the most 
impressive? Why? They could use 
books, encyclopaedias or the internet. 
They might like to use the information 
on NASA Kids club. 

 Click here for a reading activity about 
Space Tourism. Challenge your child 
to read the text in 3 minutes and 
complete the questions. 

 Task your child with reading unusual 
things in unusual spaces e.g. a recipe 
book in the bath. How many unusual 
spaces can they find over the week? 

Weekly Spelling Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) Weekly Writing Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) 

 Pick 5 Common Exception words from the 
Year 5/6 spelling list. Challenge your child 
to make a word web by finding 5 related 
words for each of them. 

 Visit Worldbookonline and login using 
Username: wbsupport and Password: 
distancelearn. Your child can read the 
eBook Human Space Exploration. Ask 
them to note down unfamiliar words and 
find out their meanings. 

● Get your child to practise spellings on 
Spelling Frame.  

● Some words contain the letter string -
ough- Can your child use this knowledge 
to complete these sentences against the 
clock? 

  DfE Online lessons from Oak 
National Academy 
Daily Literacy lessons available @ 
https://www.thenational.academy/onlin
e-classroom/year-6#schedule We are 
now on Week 9. 

 Ask your child to pretend they have 
woken up to find an alien at the end of 
their bed. Write a detailed description 
of the alien thinking about size, 
appearance and sound. Draw it too! 

 Your child could write a persuasive 
letter to NASA asking to be the next 
astronaut to go into space. They will 
need to include what would make 
them the right person for the job. 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-6#schedule
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-6#schedule
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/basic-geo/basic-geo-area-and-perimeter
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TMaZgfeTCqTr9xVPY5CBL1AdxM3H_Hkg/view
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/56/09/5a42eb6a-f57f-4dc4-a66e-bd4c5e27e4b7/SpellingWordList_Y5-6.pdf
https://worldbookonline.com/wb/Login?id=800
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/z9f2b82
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-29.htm
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-29.htm
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-6#schedule
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-6#schedule


● Encourage your child to organise these 
synonyms from slowest to fastest: 
quickly, speedily, swiftly, hurriedly & in 
a flash. Which best describes a rocket 
launching into space? 

 Ask your child to create a travel 
brochure for a newly discovered 
planet. Consider: travel time, location, 
accommodation and things to do and 
see. 

Learning Project - to be done throughout the week 

The project this week aims to provide opportunities for your child to learn more about 

space. Learning may focus on our Solar System, the Sun and the Moon. It could look at life 

in outer space from the view of an astronaut and travelling through space. 

 

 Dancing into Space- Listen to Holst’s 'The Planets' with your child. Ask them to select a 

planet and decide what they think that planet would be like. Get them to create a dance/ set of 

movements to go with the music which will portray this. Take a video of their dance to share with 

the family and encourage your child to self-evaluate whilst watching the video. 

 
Your child could take part in one of Oti Mabuse’s dance lessons or you could go to Mr Sylvester’s 
YouTube channel to try one of his challenges. 
 
Take part in The Body Coach’s 30 minute PE lesson on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.. 
https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html 
 

Have a go at these science physical activities.  Sign up and access all the Mission X resources 

here. 

 

 
 

 Through Space and Time- Ask your child to research space exploration history 

and create a timeline of how people have travelled into space. Get them to think about 

when the first rocket was launched. When did the first man travel to space? How 

about the first woman? What other significant events can they add to their timeline? 

 

  Moon Moves - Get your child to research the importance of the Moon to life on Earth. Ask 

your child to refresh their memory of the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth and 

create a model of the Earth, Moon and Sun. Here is an idea of how your child could do it.  

 
 
 
 

  Connect the Dots- Ask your child to examine the different life stages of a star and explore 

the names and shapes of some famous constellations. Ask your child to create a poster 

displaying the different constellations which can be used to teach others. Tell them to make 

it as creative as possible. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58aowNEXHHnflR_5YTtP4g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNVh8kzuvCJubqaXGPO40sQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html
https://www.stem.org.uk/missionx/activities
https://www.stem.org.uk/missionx


You could sign up for the European Space Agency’s Mission X “Train Like and Astronaut” 

challenges; a new challenge is released each week. See below for the Week 3 activitiy.  

 

 Astro Art- During a spacewalk, astronauts need some serious dexterity and hand-eye 

coordination to carefully complete tasks, all while wearing bulky gloves to protect them from 

the harsh space environment.  In this challenge we want to see your artistic skills wearing 

your “space gloves”. Put on two pairs of gloves: the first should be tight to your hands, and 

the second should be bulky, like thick winter gloves. Grab some paper and your choice of 

colourful writing utensils to create your picture.                    
 

SCIENCE 

Rocket Launch    TRY THIS OUTDOORS ….  

ROCKET LAUNCH SAFETY NOTE You need a clear empty space for this activity. An 

adult should do steps 4 and 5 and anyone else should keep well back. Eye protection is 

recommended, as are old clothes (just in case…). 

 

1. Tape 3 straws to the side of a 500ml plastic bottle so it will stand 

up, upside down. You could also use a flip top yogurt pot like Actimel 

or a Sterident tube. 

2. Pour about 2 cm of vinegar into the bottle and wrap the 

bicarbonate of soda (about a tablespoon) in the kitchen roll to make a 

little parcel.  

3. Choose a hard surface outside to be the launch site.  

4. Drop the bicarbonate of soda parcel into the bottle. 

 5. Cork the bottle quickly and tightly, put the rocket down and 

STAND WELL BACK! 

 

Try experimenting with different amounts of vinegar and baking soda 

to find the perfect combination. Remember you don’t want the reaction to happen too quickly. What 

if you try lemon or lime juice instead of vinegar? 

Breathing Practice 

 Try a star breathing practice using 
this diagram. Follow the instructions and 
keep going around the star, following the 
line. Your child can follow their finer on the 
diagram or imagine it in their head or in 
the air. 
 

https://www.esa.int/Education/Expedition_Home/Train_like_an_astronaut_challenges


TRANSITION ACTIVITIES 

Activity 1- Starting secondary school is a time where organisation and independence can flourish; 
a good routine is essential for this. Ask your child to plan their morning routine (from waking up to 
arriving at school) and then plan their evening routine, too (from leaving school to going to bed). 
Remind them to think carefully about how long each activity will take and what times of the day they 
will be able to complete hobbies such as after school clubs.   
 
Activity 2- What should I take to school? Lots of new and different equipment is needed for 
secondary school. Create a shopping list with your child which includes all of the equipment they 
will need; consider specific lessons such as P.E and Food Technology. Use their new school’s 
website for support. Ask your child to draw the everyday items needed. Do they need different 
equipment on different days? What should they not take with them?  
  
Activity 3- Travelling to and from secondary school, for some children, can require careful planning 
and organisation. Talk to your child about how they will get to and from their new school. Will they 
walk or ride their bicycle? Take the bus? Or travel in the car? Following this, ask your child to plan 
their journey to school and their journey home from school. What time will they need to leave the 
house to arrive at school on time? Which route will they take? Will they meet any friends en route? 
Do they need to take anything with them e.g. a bicycle helmet? These websites may help: Google 
Maps, Think!.   
 
Activity 4- Your child’s new uniform may include wearing a tie. Encourage them to practise how to 
their tie by watching this tutorial. Once they’ve mastered it, can they write a set of instructions for 
someone else teaching them how to tie theirs? 
 
Activity 5- As your child begins secondary school, they are likely to have greater freedom over 
what they choose to eat. Recap with your child what a balanced diet looks like and what a healthy 
food choice is using this clip and the NHS eat well website. Ask your child to think about what the 
school canteen may offer for lunch. Using these ideas, ask them to create a balanced lunch plate 
which they would want to eat. You may want to ask them to create a 5-day menu to encourage 
them to eat a varied diet. 
 
Selby High Pupils 
For those children going to Selby High, there is a very useful transition section on the school’s 
website including an introduction from the KS3 director, frequently asked questions, a starting 
booklet and a virtual tour of the school. 
 
Additional Resources 
● Here is a parental survival guide and cheat sheet for transitioning to secondary school from the 
BBC.  
● If your child is worried about the move to secondary school, the Young Minds website supports 
with worry and anxiety.   
● Here is a video about how to help your child to organise themselves and top tips for if they are 
struggling with their learning.  
● This website has tips and tricks to becoming organised and ready for secondary school.   
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/
https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety/
https://safeyoutube.net/w/IxID
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf339j6/articles/zmwvgdm
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide/
http://www.selby-high.org.uk/transition-2020/index.asp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbr7rj6
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z76sqp3
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/tips-for-starting-secondary-school/

