
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Same but 

Different 
A guide for the children at Longman’s 

Hill Primary 

on life at school during Covid-19 

 

 
 

 

 



It has been a very long time since we were all under one roof as our little Longman’s Hill 

family. Lots of the staff and some of the children have still been coming to school 

every day since March but there are lots and lots of you who have not been in school 

for quite a while! 

Now, we are starting to welcome some children back and you might be one of them! 

I’m sure that you will each be experiencing all sorts of emotions. Some of you may be 

very excited and just can’t wait to get back to school. Some of you may be feeling a 

little bit worried or anxious about what school will be like.  

Well the answer is…. it is going to the same but a little bit different! 

There are lots of things that are just the same as when you were last in school; they 

will be exactly how you remembered them! 

Most of the staff will be at school just like you. They are still really smiley and friendly 

and are looking forward to seeing you all and hearing about what you have been up to! 

 

All of the adults in school will still be ready to support you and help you. We are still 

ready to listen to you if you have any worries, just like we always have.  

 



The outside of the building looks just the same as it did before. All the rooms inside 

the building are exactly where they have always been so don’t worry, you won’t get lost! 

Our school rules are exactly the same too and I know everyone at our school knows how 

to behave well so that everyone is safe and happy! Remember: 

 

 

 

 

Some things will be different, but please don’t worry! 

You won’t be able to get close to other people in school; at the moment we all need to 

stay away from each other so that we can stop germs spreading. Try to remember to 

keep your distance! 

 

Instead of being with all your friends in one big class, you will be in very small group 

and will stay with your group all the time. It will be fun to be in a special group! You 

won’t move all around inside the school like you used to because you will have your own 

part of the school to yourselves. This is called a ‘zone’ and will have everything you need 

right there ready for you! 

Some of you might be in a different classroom to usual and might use different toilets 

but don’t worry, the adults will make sure you know where everything is.  

Coming into school is going to be a little bit different too. You will have a special place 

to stand so that everyone in your group can keep their distance from one another. We 

have put special marks on the floor outside to help you, using red and white striped 

tape! 

 

 

Do as you are asked the first time. 

Respect everybody and everything. 

Keep your hands, feet and unkind words to yourself.  



When you come into school, an adult will tell you where to sit; you’ll have your own 

special place to sit every day! You won’t be using the cloakroom because you are allowed 

to keep your coat, pack up and water bottle with you in your room.  

Something else that will be a bit different are the lessons. You will still be doing lots of 

learning but you will not be learning on group tables because for now, we all have to 

keep away from one another! You’ll be having lots of extra lessons outside which 

hopefully should be great fun! 

We also need to wash our hands a lot! We will all become hand washing experts! 

 

If anyone sneezes or coughs they will all still be following the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

rule, just like before. 

 

 

 

 

The classrooms will look a bit different too. Some of the toys and things we use in class 

have been put away in cupboards to give everybody more space. This is because we are 

all trying to stay away from each other if we can, and not touch each other. The 

classrooms have much more room to move about so that we don’t bump into or get too 

close to anyone else. 

It also means we can keep the rooms clear without too many things around so that you 

will have lots of room to do fun things in the classroom! When the children go home, Mr 

Bowden will be able to clean the floors and wipe down all the surfaces every evening 

without having lots of stuff to clean around! 



The groups will have everything they need in their classroom, so you won’t need to go to 

other parts of the school or mix with other groups. You will eat your lunch in the 

classroom with the rest of your group; we won’t be eating lunch in the school hall for 

quite some time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playtimes are going to be different too. You will play out with the other children in your 

group in a special zone. You might be playing on the field or the playground but you 

won’t be able to play with children from other groups. You’ll also need to try to keep 

away from the children in your own group. It might be quite tricky but do your best!  

 

So, as you see there will be lots of things that are different but some which are just 

the same as you remember. We are really looking forward to seeing you all. When you 

come back to school, remember to bring your smiles with you! See you all soon! 

 

 


