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WORKING TOGETHER TO DEVELOP READING SKILLS IN YOUR CHILD 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Teaching children to read is probably one of the most important things that we do as a school. Being 
able to read confidently, fluently and independently is a vital life skill; it opens the door to learning 
across all areas of the curriculum.  
 
We wanted to take an opportunity to reassure parents about the amount of reading children do in 
school. We ensure that children have many opportunities to read in school; the home reading book is 
an incredibly small part of a child’s reading diet and is designed to supplement all the other reading 
children do.  
 
In Early Years, the vast proportion of children’s reading is done using the same reading books which 
children bring home, with phonics being the main focus. This means that children may read their 
home reading book to an adult more often in Early Years than in other year groups.  
 
However, as children move into Y1 , they begin to participate in a daily guided reading session within 
the class. Additionally, children regularly participate in shared reading and ‘Talk For Reading’. Some 
children also have additional reading practice during bespoke interventions. This continues in every 
class from Y1 to Y6.   
 
Teaching children to read must be done in partnership with parents. The additional reading we do in 
school means that children are less likely to read their home reading book to an adult in school. It is 
therefore vitally important for children to read these books at home with you and we really value 
your support with this.  It is not good practice for children to change their reading book after just one 
read, particularly in the early stages of learning to read. In order to develop fluency, it is important 
for children to read the same book several times. Children are considered fluent when they can read 
any book aloud and sound as if they were having a conversation with someone. There is a vast 
amount of research-based evidence which clearly links the number of times a child reads each week 
to their reading attainment so please help us to support your child by listening to them read as often 
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as possible. Even fluent, competent readers will benefit from reading aloud and discussing what they 
have read with an adult.  Please continue to record your child’s reading in the home-school planner. 
 
Staff in school will monitor what your child brings home to read to ensure it matches their ability and 
provides sufficient challenge for them. The books in our school reading scheme give children chance 
to practise different skills so do not be concerned if your child does not appear to be following the 
scheme in numerical order. Sometimes, children will be expected to re-read books for fluency and at 
other times  may skip books entirely to develop a different skill.  
Together, we can all really make a difference.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support.  
 
 
 
Mrs J Elcock           Miss L Nicholson 
Headteacher          DHT & Literacy Lead 
 

 
 
 


