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The Jamia Mosque, in Darnall, used to be a Church  

 

2.6 
Why are 

there now 
over 50 

mosques in 
Yorkshire? 

 
Ages 9-11 

 

 
Madina Masjid in Sheffield was built as a place of Islamic prayer. 

North Yorkshire 
SACRE RE Syllabus:  

 
Non-statutory 

exemplification 
 

This unit helps pupils 
learn about these key 
areas of RE: Beliefs + 
Questions ; Worship, 

Pilgrimage and Sacred 
Places ; 

 Symbols + Religious 
Expression ; 

 Religion, Family and 
Community 

 
  

Horton ParK Mosque, Bradford, while still under construction 
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Muslim Worship:  
Why are there over 50 mosques in Yorkshire? 
Ages 9-11 

About this unit: 
This investigation uses a virtual or real tour of a mosque to explore Muslim community life. 
Linking strongly to the local and regional growth of Islam, it enables pupils to find out about 
British Islam today.   The unit contributes to learning about 4 RE Key Stage 2 themes: teaching 
and authority, worship, pilgrimage and sacred places.  
 
This unit enables pupils to explore Islam with a local focus. It can be the way in which the best 
possible learning from a mosque visit is achieved, but if a visit s not possible, then the unit is 
still very valuable. Pupils find out about the local growth of Islamic communities in Yorkshire 
over the last 50 years (there is a link to history) and develop their understanding of the 
importance of places of worship to believers and the particular features and significance of the 
Mosque in Islam.  
 
Pupils question and respond to ideas about living together in a multi-religious society for 
themselves. The focus is on developing learners understanding of worship and community life, 
making links to the experience of every child. 
  

 
Where this unit fits in: 
This unit will help teachers to implement the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus for RE by providing 
them with well worked examples of teaching and learning about Muslim worship at the mosque, 
with a local flavour. Pupils will be enabled to explore, question and respond to the community 
life of local Muslims and think about their own questions and ideas on community, worship and 
sacred places. It builds on learning from earlier in Year 5 about the 5 Pillars of Islam. 
 
This unit contributes to the continuity and progression of pupils’ learning by building on other 
work from Year 5 and Year 6 about Islam, and connecting to work done on worship and sacred 
places in Christianity, Hinduism and Judaism through Key Stages 1 and 2. 
 

Estimated teaching time for this unit: 12 hours. It is recognised that this unit may provide 
more teaching ideas than a class will cover in 12 hours. Teachers are invited to plan their own 
use of some of the learning ideas below, ensuring depth of learning rather than covering 
everything. 

 
Key Strands of learning addressed by the unit: 
 AT 1: Learning about Religion 

 Beliefs, Values and Teaching 

 Religious practices and ways of life 
 
AT 2: Learning from Religion 

 Questions of Identity, Diversity and Belonging 

 Questions of Values and Commitments 
 
Attitudes Focus: Pupils will explore attitudes of:  

 Self awareness by becoming increasingly thoughtful about the role of worship in some 
people’s lives and whether worship has a place in their lives.  

 Respect for all by developing a willingness to learn from the Muslim communities locally. 

 Open mindedness by engaging in positive discussion and debate about the ways in which 
Muslims and other people can live well together. 
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The unit will provide these opportunities: 
Pupils have opportunities to consider the concept of respect from new angles. They will be able 
to role play and discuss community issues, and to benefit from learning outside the classroom by 
visiting a Mosque. 
 
Background information for the teacher:  
In the Census of 2011, there were over 326 000 Muslim people living in Yorkshire and 
Humberside. This number has grown in the last decade. The Muslim population of the UK is 
about 2.7 million (4%). The Islamic communities of Yorkshire have grown up very largely in the 
last 50 years, through migration and the growth of British Islam – a big majority of Yorkshire 
Muslims were born here in the UK, of course. Wherever Muslims live, the opening of a Mosque is 
a community priority. The focus on prayer and faith is strengthened, and community life may 
centre on the building. In our area, Muslim communities number many thousands in large towns 
and cities including Bradford, Sheffield, Leeds and Kirklees for example.  
 
A mosque is a ‘place of bowing’ or prayer. It does not have to be a community centre, but often 
functions like this. Friday prayers are the occasion in the week when the largest group will 
probably attend, and Eid Al Fitr, the celebration that ends Ramadan may bring the biggest 
crowds of the year. There are over 50 mosques in Yorkshire and about 1700 in the UK as a whole, 
nearly all of them opened in the last 50 years.  
 
The website http://mosques.muslimsinbritain.org/  is one source of information on this topic 
that pupils can use – their geographical and ICT skills will be built through this kind of activity. 
  

http://mosques.muslimsinbritain.org/
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Vocabulary + 
concepts 

Resources  

Teachers might use: 

In this unit, 
pupils will have 
an opportunity 
to use words and 
phrases related 
to: 
 
Specific 
religions:  
Islam 
Allah 
Prophet 
Mosque 
Imam 
5 Pillars 
Prayer / Salat 
Eid Al Fitr 
 
Religious 
studies: 
Worship 
Sacred place 
Devotion 
Festival 
 
The language of 
shared human 
experience 
Community 
Emotion 
Commitment 
 

Web: 
 See a gallery of South Yorkshire mosques at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/ramadan_2008_g
allery.shtml  

 The BBC’s clip bank is a major source for short RE films that can be accessed 
online and shown free: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips   

 The BBC also offers lots of information and material on its main religion site: 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion  

 The best gateway for RE sites is: www.reonline.org.uk/ks1  
 You can find and use searchable sacred texts from many religions at: 

www.ishwar.com    
 There is some more TV material at: www.channel4.com/learning     
 The site for Cumbria and Lancashire Education Online has many useful and well 

thought out resources for this unit of work: www.cleo.net.uk   
 The websites of REToday and NATRE are useful places for pupils and teachers to 

see examples of work. www.retoday.org.uk and www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts 
 The National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) has two excellent web starting 

points for these issues: www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts enables pupils to view and 
judge numerous works of pupil art on key Biblical stories and spiritual ideas from 
young people.  

 Online searchable sacred texts from different religions at: www.ishwar.com 
 Try www.reonline.org.uk for a good general gateway to RE materials. 
 

 RE Today Services (www.retoday.org.uk) publish relevant items: 
 Opening Up Islam, edited by Fiona Moss, RE Today, could be a single 

resource for this unit of work. 
 Islam: A Pictorial Guide 
 Say Hello to… (Interactive Cd and book) 
 Developing Primary RE, Stories of God, Symbols of Faith 
 Festivals 1 DVD 

My Muslim Faith, Rainbows Series, Evans 
Muslim, Beliefs and Cultures Series, Franklin Watts 
There is a very good selection of authentic materials about Islam for children available 
from the Islamic Foundation in Leicestershire: www.islamic-foundation.com . Story 
books, audio and video tapes and posters are all useful. 
The Qur’an in Plain English (Islamic Foundation) 
Moving On Up (RE Today) has a story of the first revelation of the Qur’an with a 
thinking skills approach to using it, and a Jewish story of Moses 
~ www.ummah.org.uk – A Muslim gateway site 
~ Pupils can listen to the call to prayer at www.islaam.com/audio  
 

Contributions to spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils 
 Opportunities for spiritual development come from thinking about the ways people worship, and 

looking for links to their own lives; 
 Opportunities for moral development come from considering issues of fairness in the local 

community;  
 Opportunities for social development come from exploring questions about local communities 

and change; 
 Opportunities for cultural development come from engaging with the Muslim culture and worship 

of local communities. 
 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/ramadan_2008_gallery.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/ramadan_2008_gallery.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
http://www.reonline.org.uk/ks1
http://www.channel4.com/learning
http://www.cleo.net.uk/
http://www.retoday.org.uk/
http://www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts
http://www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts
http://www.ishwar.com/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.retoday.org.uk/
http://www.islamic-foundation.com/
http://www.ummah.org.uk/
http://www.islaam.com/audio
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EXPECTATIONS:    At the end of this unit: 
Pupils working at level 2 
will be able to: 
 Retell a story of a 

mosque simply (AT1) 
 Identify some 

features of mosques 
(AT2) 

 Respond sensitively 
to questions about 
the growing Muslim 
communities of 
Yorkshire (AT2) 

Pupils working at level 3 
will be able to: 
 Describe the 

significance of a 
mosque in the Muslim 
community (AT1). 

 Use religious or 
spiritual vocabulary 
such as Worship, 
Mihrab, Minaret or 
Salat to describe 
what happens at a 
Mosque (AT1). 

 Make links between 
the general idea of 
‘special places’ or 
‘holy or sacred 
spaces’ and the role 
of the mosque (AT2). 

Pupils working at level 4 
will be able to  
 Use a widening 

religious vocabulary 
to show that they 
understand why there 
are now more than 50 
mosques in Yorkshire 
(AT1). 

 Use the vocabulary 
learned in RE, to 
show their 
understanding of the 
role of the mosque in 
Muslim community 
life (AT1)  

 Apply ideas such as 
‘community’ 
‘ummah’ and 
diversity to questions 
they raise about 
Muslim communities 
in local and national 
life (AT2). 

 

Pupils working at level 5 
will be able to: 
 Explain the impact of 

Muslim beliefs about 
God on Islamic life 
(AT1) 

 Explain some 
similarities and 
differences between 
different mosques 
(AT1)   

 Explain some ways in 
which their views are 
developing or 
changing about 
religion, with Muslim 
examples (AT2) 

 Express thoughtful 
views about the ways 
out communities can 
be inclusive, fair and 
respectful  (AT2)  

ASSESSMENT SUGGESTIONS 
 
A formal assessment of each pupils is neither required nor desirable for every RE unit. Continuing 
use of assessment for learning methods is best.  
Teachers can assess this work by setting a learning task towards the end of the unit. Aim to elicit 
engaged and reflective responses to the material studied throughout the unit across the ability 
range. 
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LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 
 

TEACHING  AND LEARNING LEARNING 
OUTCOMES  

Points to note 

What makes a place special? Do we all have sacred places?  
Pupils should learn: 
To understand that 
‘special’ place has to 
do with how an 
individual feels about 
the place, and this 
may not be the same 
for everyone. 
 
To begin to think 
about the new 
mosques in the 
region, and why they 
have grown up. 
 
 
 

Our special places 

 Discuss the idea of sacred, holy or special spaces with the class, giving 
examples – they could survey some adults about what they think are the 
most spiritual places for homework, and report back. Ask learning partners 
to listen to and report back to class on their partner’s special place.  

 Photograph special places in and around school.  Create a PowerPoint and 
annotate with speech bubbles for pupils to say: Why are these places 
special? Are they all special to everyone, or just to some people? This can be 
a class or group activity. 

 Incorporate photographs taken outside of school / at home into the 
PowerPoint. 

 You could use a ‘Guided visualization’: write a script focusing on taking 
pupils to their special place in their imagination – what can they see, touch, 
smell, hear, taste, how do they feel?  Follow this up with artwork or poetry 
to express their sense of place. 

 Show and tell others in the school about their special places using the 
PowerPoint presentation and artwork – this could be a good assembly.  

 At the end of this lesson, introduce the key question: why are there now 
more than 50 mosques in Yorkshire? 

I can describe two 
places that are 
special or holy to me 
(L3) 
 
I can use the 
language of 
sacredness or 
holiness to show my 
understanding of 
why some places are 
special (L4)  

This unit develops a wide 
range of children’s skills 
including: 
Language and literacy – new 
vocabulary, developing 
communication: speaking 
and listening skills. 
Working with others  
Thinking skills 
ICT 
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How do Muslim people feel about the local mosque? 
Choose some words 
that describe a Muslim 
special place.  
Think of some feelings 
that go with a special 
place. 
Consider some ‘why’ 
questions about the 
story 
Think about the Call to 
Prayer in Islam and 
whether it is a good 
idea to make this 
publicly in Yorkshire 
mosques. 

The New Mosque 
Make up and tell pupils a simple story about Aysha going to the new mosque 
near her house. Here’s a possible outline, from which to elaborate – use your 
imagination!  
 

Mum helped Aysha to dress for a special day. Her uncle came to the house. They 
all walked to the mosque together. Last time Aysha saw it, there was scaffolding 
and a building site. When she went in, it was very crowded, and beautiful. But 
she found a quiet place to pray. She had a special feeling of calm. She said 
thank you to Allah for the lovely new mosque.  
 

The imam made a speech to thank all the people who had given money to build 
the mosque. He said ‘Allah is everywhere to be found in the world, and for us 
Muslims, and clean place can become a place of prayer. These bricks and stones 
are not different to other bricks. But we are all pleased to have a centre for our 
community and for our prayers, because praying together is a part of Islam“. 
 

Aysha’s whole family had come to the mosque opening, and her uncle and 
auntie and cousins came back for tea. The grown ups spent a long time talking 
about whether the prayer call on Fridays should use the loudspeakers. Her uncle 
said this was just like church bells, and called people to pray: he was in favour. 
But her grown up cousin Faisal said that loud speakers would upset people who 
weren’t Muslims. ‘We need to be respectful if we’re going to get respected’ he 
said. They both had lots of good reasons for their point of view, but they kept 
arguing – cheerfully – all afternoon. Aysha was not sure what to think. 
 

Ask children to choose between pairs of words (both could be true of course) by 
running to the side of the classroom they choose. Do you think Aysha was 
more... 

 Happy or sad to be going to the mosque? 

 Surprised or joyful when she saw the mosque? 

 Rushed or chilled when she got inside? 

 Scared or pleased in the crowds? 

 Calm or peaceful when she prayed? 

 Close to God or happy when she stood up from her prayers? 

 Puzzled or interested when the family discussed the loud speakers?  

Respond sensitively 
to the story of 
opening a new 
Mosque (L2). 

 

Describe the 
emotions of the 
story for themselves 
(L3) 

 

Show that they 
understand what the 
mosque means to 
the Muslim 
community, e.g. by 
thoughtfully 
answering questions 
such as: why does a 
mosque matter? 
What happens in a 
mosque? (L4)  

This is a very simple 
activity, which may be best 
suited to the learning needs 
of lower achieving pupils.  
 
If the class would find it too 
bland, then miss it out. Or 
you could adapt the story to 
include some more 
challenging ideas. 
 
The discussion about the 
loudspeakers and call to 
prayer is worth a bit of 
time: encourage children to 
suggest reasons why it might 
or might not be a good idea. 
 
A good activity for pupils 
using this story would be to 
write Aysha’s diary for the 
end of the day. This has an 
obvious connection to year 5 
literacy – non-fiction 
recount activities in which 
pupils in teams research and 
recount a topic. 
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What is a mosque like? Why does a mosque matter for Muslims? 
To become familiar 
some things that pupils 
may encounter at the 
mosque which indicate 
its use and importance, 
linking to their 
understanding of 
worship and sacred 
space. 
 
 
 
To develop awareness 
of the mosque as a 
special / sacred place 
for Muslims, learning in 
detail about the 
practice of worship. 
 

A special / sacred place for Muslims 
Pupils find out with photos, books, internet and other sources the mosques close 
to their school and community, or in the region. They learn that these are 
special places for Muslims, and are similar to churches (for Christians) or 
synagogues (for Jewish people). 

 Show / talk about / ask questions of images of mosques – the internet is a 
good source of images, and pupils may remember from the 5 Pillars unit 
work on the Kaaba and Haram Mosque at Makkah – the site of pilgrimage. 
There are lovely pictures on flickr – a group called ‘Mosques and Minarets’ 
has over 30 000 images. 

 Handle and talk about the significance of a prayer mat, water and a Qur’an 
stand. They listen to the call to prayer 

 Discuss the words special and sacred: ‘Sacred is a religious kind of special’ 

 Visit an actual or virtual mosque.  On an actual visit: 
 ask a member of the community to speak about the significant features 

of the building, its importance to Muslims, what happens there 
 record what pupils say about the mosque 
 ask pupils to make a wordlist of new terms and concepts, and work on 

their meanings 
 allow time for quiet reflection 
 take photographs (if allowed) to use in making a class book of the visit 

on your return 
 Look carefully at all the artefacts and objects found in the mosque, and 

think about their use 

 On return to school develop photographs into the pupils’ own virtual tour, 
which can be used by others.  Include: where is the mosque? What does the 
outside look like? What can you see inside?  Who goes there and why? What 
do people do there? What is so different about this place and why?  How do 
you feel about it? 
 

 
I can describe three 
reasons why a 
mosque is a special 
place for Muslims    
(L3) 
 
I can use the right 
words to show I 
understand what 
happens at the 
mosque  (L4) 
 
 

 
This is a very different 
experience for children 
inside the Muslim 
community and those 
beyond it, but valuable for 
all children. 
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Why is a Mosque a special or sacred place for Muslims? What can we learn about it? 

Pupils will learn: 

 That Muslims are one 
of Britain’s religious 
communities, the 
second largest after 
Christians 

 About the use of a 
prayer mat, to 
create a clean place 
from which to pray 
to Allah. 

 That a Mosque is a 
sacred place for 
Muslims. 

 About some of the 
important features 
of a Mosque.  

 About what a 
Mosque feels like 
and looks like. 
 

Special religious places: What is a special place for Muslims? 

 Listen to an extract of an Imam reading from the Qur’an, or making the Call to 
Prayer. Talk about the feelings that come from the voice, even if the words 
aren’t understood. Ask pupils to think about the ways words can get in the way 
of feelings, and the ways words can help with expressing our feelings. Resources 
section shows you where to find what you need for this lesson. 

 Photos: Show some photographs of a Mosque, and talk about how a Mosque is 
usually thought of as a building where Muslims can come together to pray. Point 
out that anywhere a Muslim chooses for prayer is believed to become a Mosque 
for that particular time. 

 Ask pupils what they know about body language. Tell them that Muslim prayer 
uses body language to express belief. Show pupils a prayer mat. The best thing 
is to use the artefact itself, but a photo makes a reasonable substitute.  

 Teach pupils about how Muslims pray 5 times each day, facing Makkah, and 
bowing to God, then wishing peace and blessings to those with whom they pray. 
The prayer mat is a clean place from which to pray – it is like a mosque. 
Standing on the mat makes a special or holy place for Muslims. Ask pupils: what 
is the body language saying, as the Muslim person prays? 

 Visit – or take a virtual tour of - a Mosque, explaining that this is a special place 
for Muslims. See guidance on visits above. 

 Enquiry ~ Speak and listen: Focus in turn on: the outside of the Mosque, notice 
the Minaret and the Dome. Look at the most important part of a Mosque – the 
hall where people pray. Looking carefully at the lack of furniture. Why is this? 
Where do worshippers sit? Notice the prayer mats and the way a worshipper 
must face. The Minbar shows the direction for prayer. Look at the clock, what 
times are daily prayers and how many prayer times in one day? How might 
Muslims pray if they cannot get to the Mosque at that time? Note the separate 
prayer hall for women, why is this? Who is the Imam? What does an Imam do? 
Talk about how Mosques look rather empty because there are no pictures or 
statues, suggest reasons for this. Does the mosque have special windows? Notice 
any Islamic art, geometric patterns and so on. 

 

I can... 

 Recognise aspects 
of a Mosque that 
make it a Muslim 
sacred place (L2) 

 Recall what we 
have found out 
about special places 
for Muslims (L2) 

 Respond sensitively 
to the idea that a 
Mosque can be 
described as the 
‘hub’ of Muslim life 
(L2, AT2). 

 Describe the 
meaning and uses of  
a prayer mat (L3 
AT1) 

 Describe their own 
connections 
between Muslim 
worship and belief, 
or their own beliefs 
and ways of 
expressing them 
(L3, AT2) 
 

 
Ask children where in the 
mosque people might feel 
peaceful, together, caring, 
close to God / Allah or 
ready for anything. Why? 
 

Children could make a 
model mosque and design 
for themselves the items 
found within a Mosque. 
 

Literacy activities 
following the visit might 
include examples such as 

  Stories with historical 
settings – a story of the 
Prophet (Year 4) 

 Writing persuasive texts: 
why should a new 
mosque be built in our 
town? (Year 4) 

 Journalistic writing: 
“Year 6 pupils discover 
spiritual life at local 
mosque” (Year 6)  
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Respect: what does it mean, and how is it shown? 

Why Muslims come to a 
Mosque, what they do 
there and how they 
care for it, including an 
exploration of the idea 
of respect. 

What signs of respect are used and what do they mean? Ask pupils to identify 
ten different ways that respect is shown to Allah, the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) and the holy Qur’an at the mosque. These might include visible signs: 
removing shoes, washing before prayer, a clean prayer mat, bowing to Allah, 
wishing peace to your neighbour, raising the Qur’an above ground, doing the 
daily prayers observantly. But some signs of respect are in the heart or mind: 
sincere intentions, dutiful obedience, submission. Ask pupils to discuss whether 
some of these are more important than others – can they rank them? This 
activity can be adapted with reference to other holy buildings and comparisons 
are very good ground for learning. 
Ask pupils to create a poster to go in a classroom or the entrance hall to a 
mosque which tells those visiting two things:  

1. What signs of respect do Muslims show at the mosque, to Allah, 
the Holy Qur’an and to each other (the Muslim community or 
Ummah) 

2. How can non-Muslims show respect when they visit a Mosque 
(clue: it is not by participating or joining in – that would be 
hypocritical!) 

 Use the concept of 
respect to show 
understanding of 
what happens in a 
mosque (L4, AT1) 

 Apply the idea of 
respect for 
themselves (L4, 
AT2) 

This is a very important 
lesson in RE’s overall 
aims of promoting 
respect for all.  
 
Remind children of the 
census figures for Britain. 
About 326 000 Muslims 
live in Yorkshire and 
Humberside. About 4% of 
British people are 
Muslims.  

Praying at the mosque: what matters to Muslims? 
Learn (or revise 
learning done in the ‘5 
Pillars’ unit) about the 
positions, words, 
emotions and 
experience of prayer 
from Muslims. 

Learning about Islamic Prayer 

 Preparations for prayer. Use artefacts and pictures to explore ideas and 
practices: being clean, and in a clean place, facing Makkah, preparing the 
mind, praying alone or with others, using set words. 

 The words of prayer. Look at the first Surah of the Holy Qur’an, al Faitihah, 
the Opening. This is part of the daily prayers. Talk about what it means. 
What words describe Allah here? What do they mean? Listen to the prayer 
call, and think about the use of both Arabic and English in prayer. 

 The emotions and feelings of prayer. Use the website 
www.natre.org.uk/db to explore what Muslim children 7-12 say about 
prayer. Attend specially to the different feelings associated with prayer. 

Describe, understand 
and explain the 
actions and 
meanings of Islamic 
prayer. 

The website 
www.natre.org.uk/db is 
simple to use, and 
interactive. Children can 
search for themselves, 
and can add to the data 
by posting their own 
thoughts and ideas. It is 
monitored by NATRE. 

 

  

http://www.natre.org.uk/db
http://www.natre.org.uk/db
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What’s the significance of the mosque? 
To understand the 
significance of the 
Mosque in Islamic 
community life. 
 
To think about the 
importance of the 
Adhan to Muslims. 
 
To evaluate different 
points of view about 
questions facing British 
Muslim communities 
 

The mosque: a place of submission and community.  
Teach pupils that the first mosque in Britain opened in Worthing over 120 years ago in 
1889. Ask them to guess how many Mosques there are in the UK today. There are over 
1700, serving a Muslim population of something towards 2 million  - less than one 
mosque per thousand Muslim people. Play a soundfile of the Adhan (call to prayer) as 
pupils enter the room. Ask pupils to jot down words on how it makes them feel. 
Feedback ideas. Explain what they had been listening to – ask why it might be important 
to Muslims. You could tell the story of the freed slave, Bilal, who was the first Muezzin 
(prayer caller) of Islam. Give pupils 6 possible explanations of why the number of 
mosques has grown a lot in the last 50 years – religious, spiritual sociological, 
demographic or geographical explanations could be used. Ask them to express their 
understanding of the relative merits of these explanations on a pie chart, giving the 
slice they think is deserved for each of the explanations. (This thinking skills strategy is 
called ‘responsibility pies’. It helps pupils to handle complex phenomena thoughtfully). 
Case study: a mosque in Britain has submitted an application to the town council to 
sound the call to prayer five times a day. Pupils work in pairs to think of initial reasons 
for and against the application. Encourage pupils to think widely, i.e. as well as reasons 
for the importance of the call to Muslims versus noise disturbance to local residents, 
pupils could consider possible modern alternatives to the call to prayer and make the 
comparisons such as churches being allowed to ring their bells. 
Town Council Debate:  Divide the class into small groups and give each group a 
character who will attend the town council meeting. For example, the imam, a Muslim 
local resident who supports the application, a non-Muslim local resident who supports 
the application, a local resident who does not support it, a leader from another faith 
who supports the proposal, a leader from another faith who does not support it. 
Groups must write a script (maybe less than 200 words) for their character and one 
pupil will role-play that person and deliver it at the Town Council meeting. Allow time 
for debate/ questions between characters after speeches have been delivered. Take a 
vote at the end to reach decision of the Council.  Write a newspaper article on the 
Council meeting, explaining the different arguments put forward, the view reached by 
the council, and your own (Editor's) viewpoint with justifications. What has this task 
shown us about the difficulties of reaching decisions when dealing with matters of faith 
in the UK?   

 
Pupils can describe 
different 
viewpoints about 
the public life of 
Islam in Britain, 
and apply ideas 
like ‘fairness’ and 
‘community’ for 
themselves (L4) 
 
Pupils can 
appreciate some of 
the difficulties 
involved in 
fostering 
community 
relations and can 
explain some 
approaches to 
building community 
cohesion (L5) 

 
RE’s mission for 
respect for all and 
community 
cohesion is not 
something that 
‘just happens’ 
Much professional 
reflection suggests 
that addressing 
issues like this in 
the relatively calm 
atmosphere of 
curriculum learning 
can confront 
prejudice and 
encourage an open 
minded fairness.  
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Are there connections between mosques and other sacred places? 
Pupils will be taught to 
see, list and describe 
links, similarities and 
differences between 
their special places and 
the Mosque in Islam 

Making links: remind puopils of where this unit started, with ideas about 
their own special or sacred places 
Arrange to talk to pupils as a class or in small groups about the first lesson from 
the unit. Remind them they were thinking of their own special places. Is a 
mosque like these places? Answers will say ‘yes’ and ‘no’. It is good to move 
from listing links, to classifying similarities and differences, toi describing or 
explaining these similarities and differences.  

I can describe links 
and connections 
between my special 
or sacred places and 
the Mosque for  
Muslims (L3) 

This is a brief piece of work 
– but don’t miss it out. Links 
matter in RE. 

The mosques of Yorkshire: why have numbers grown?  
Are they all the same, or all different? 

There are many 
mosques in our local 
community. 
 
There are many other 
religious buildings too. 
 
Pupils explain reasons 
why these mosques 
exist and matter, and 
why their numbers have 
grown. 

There are over 50 mosques in Yorkshire: Why? Thinking skills 
Here are 8 possible answers, or part answers to the question: 

 Every religion has a holy building of its own. 

 Muslim people have moved to Yorkshire from all over the world in the last 
50 years. 

 The Prophet Muhammad built mosques wherever he went, so Muslim 
followers today do the same. 

 There are thousands of British Muslims in Yorkshire- born and bred in this 
country. 

 Any community likes to have a place to meet and share their life. 

 Praying together is easier than praying on your own. 

 If you are a small or minority community, religion is a way of ‘sticking 
together’ 

 The mosque is a symbol of Muslim identity and belonging. 
 
Put these on cards, and ask pupils to cut them up, and rank them: which give 
the best explanation of the reasons for the number of Mosques in the region? Ask 
pupils to add a sentence to each one, saying why it is a good explanation (or 
not). 

I can describe 
several reasons for 
the growing number 
of mosques (L3) 

I can show that I 
understand what 
makes a good reason 
in this discussion 
(L4) 

I can explain clearly 
and thoughtfully why 
the number of 
Mosques in Yorkshire 
is rising, giving 
examples. (L5) 

It is good to compare the 
mosque with a Church, 
saying to children that 
they are both holy 
buildings, from two 
different religions. A 
more detailed 
comparison of form, 
function, atmosphere and 
so on may extend G&T 
pupils in RE. 

 


