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Does a beautiful world mean there is a wonderful 
God?  Learning from Creation Stories 

Age Group 
7-9s 

 

About this unit: 
This unit of RE focuses on the exploration of meanings in the creation stories of the Bible. Pupils are 
encouraged to explore the narratives for themselves with a range of literacy tools, and to respond to 
some of the big questions about the origins and meanings of life that the stories raise.  The unit takes a 
story telling approach to some of the key narratives of the Jewish Bible / Old Testament. These stories 
are shared by different faiths, including Islam.  Pupils will, by using a broad range of literacy skills, 
develop their understanding of the ways these stories guide and inspire believers.  There are natural 
connections with the literacy framework. Pupils consider the impact of believing in God on the values 
and beliefs that people hold about questions like ‘Where do we come from? Why are we here? Does the 
beauty in the world suggest a creator God? 
 
Of course these ancient stories are not the only way of answering these questions: the unit will provoke 
questions and consideration of alternative views as well.  

 
In this unit, pupils will have the opportunity to explore artistic, musical and literary expressions of 
beliefs about the natural world, and to think for themselves about their own ways of seeing the world. By 
considering a range of viewpoints, pupils’ will be encouraged to face the challenges of different views 
thoughtfully. 
 
This unit will help teachers in fulfilling RE requirements in North Yorkshire, where the syllabus seeks to 
promote RE based on enquiry, alert to diversity and thoughtful in character. Breadth of mind is an aim of 
the curriculum.  
 

Estimated time for this unit (in hours) 10-12 hours of tuition. Teaching can be flexible, and there is an 
expectation that teachers will select lesson ideas from those below, and develop their own ideas, rather 
than follow the unit ‘to the letter’. 

 
Where this unit fits in: 
This unit builds on what pupils have already learnt about Christian understandings of God, and may link 
to the development from ages 4-7  of knowledge and understanding of the world in science, as well as 
RE. It aims to enable progression by using biblical stories and beginning to challenge pupils to make links 
between the material studied and their own thoughts and ideas. Where possible it is good to plan to 
invite Christian people from the local community to talk with the class about their ideas about the 
natural world and about God as creator. Planning some learning outside the classroom is a good plan for 
this unit. 
 
Issues of continuity and progression – This unit builds upon prior knowledge gained from finding out 
about religion and Bible stories. In previous years, children may have had the opportunity to reflect on 
the view that the world we live in is a special place for which we all have responsibility. Children may 
have learned that Christians believe God has created many beautiful things. Opportunity may have been 
given to reflect on feelings of awe, wonder and mystery in relation to the natural world and will have 
recognised the uniqueness of themselves. Building upon this prior knowledge and experience, pupils will 
look at creation stories and questions to develop knowledge, skills and understanding about religious 
story. Furthermore, pupils will be given opportunities to ask questions and discuss their own ideas with 
others and develop open-mindedness. 
 
KEY STRANDS ADDRESSED BY THIS UNIT 

 knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and sources 

 knowledge and understanding of ways of expressing meaning 

 skill of asking and responding to questions of truth, meaning and purpose  
 
 
ATTITUDES FOCUS 

 Self Awareness: this unit provides for pupils to explore their own responses to puzzling questions 
and to experiences of beauty 

 Respect for all: this unit allows pupils to develop skills of handling disagreement respectfully. 
Not all views in RE are to be respected – but all persons are 
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 Open-mindedness: being willing to consider different views is important in this unit 
 Appreciation and wonder: Developing pupils’ capacity to respond to beauty, mystery and 

ultimate questions is at the heart of this unit. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY work for extension and enrichment 
Suggested enrichment and extension opportunities: 
 Research a range of different creation stories, or stories of origins 
 Take part in a group discussion with an adult about the meanings of the creation stories and how the 

stories might relate to scientific understanding 
 Use art, poetry and music to explore how the stories of creation are told and retold in the Christian 

community  
 Express their own ideas and beliefs in creative and thoughtful ways, for example through an 

argument, or through a work of art. 
 

Prior 
learning 

Vocabulary Resources 

It would be 
helpful if 
pupils have 
some 
knowledge of 
the Christian, 
& Jewish 
faiths 
 
And have 
heard  a 
creation story 
from the Bible 
or other 
source. 

 

In this unit, 
pupils will have 
an opportunity 
to use words 
and phrases 
related to: 
 
Christianity 
Christian, God, 
Bible, creation, 
world, Creator, 
Genesis, father,  
 
Judaism  
Jew, Jewish, 
Shema, 
mezuzah, 
Torah, Sabbath. 
 
General 
religious 
studies 
vocabulary: 
mystery 
ultimate 
question origins 
evolution 
creation science 
faith 

 

Texts 

 Children’s Bible 

 Different versions of the creation story 

 In the Beginning (also available as Big Book) Steve Turner (Lion 
Children’s Books) and available as a song: on ‘Songs for the New 
Millennium’ available from RE Today. 

 My Christian Faith Big Book 

 My Jewish Faith Big Book 

 Storyteller: Jewish Stories by Anita Ganeri (Evans Brothers Limited) 

 Pictures & posters of the natural world 

 Jewish artefacts used during Shabbat e.g. Shabbat candle, 
mezuzah, etc 

 Spirited Poetry (RMEP) contains many useful ‘I wonder…’ poems by 
children in the age group top use with pupils. 

 RE Ideas: Christianity (ed. Draycott, RE Today: Copiable pack of 
50+ lessons for KS2 Christianity) 

 Picturing Creation (CD, art pack and booklet) from RE Today gives 
useful creative  

 Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find them by J.K.Rowling & Newt 
Scamander (Bloomsbury ISBN: 07475544668) includes imaginative 
descriptions of imaginary animals 

 Utter Zoo Alphabet By Edward Gorey (Pomegranate ISBN 
0764907123) also includes descriptions of made-up creatures 

Web 
 The National Association of Teachers of RE: www.natre.org.uk  
 Websites:~www.hubblesite.org: click on ‘gallery’ and follow links for 

photographs of outer space taken from the Hubble Telescope. 
 www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk is the Welsh Virtual Teacher Centre. It 

contains some good materials for teaching to this age group. 
 Christian artefacts (images): 

www.strath.ac.uk/Departments/SocialStudies/RE/Database/Graphics
/Artefacts/CAfacts.html 

 REjesus: http://rejesus.co.uk A good range of images of Jesus and 
interesting points of view. 

 RE:Quest: www.request.org.uk An engaging website with a very wide 
range of materials. 

 The National Society supports RE with some books and this website 
on ‘Encountering Christianity’ www.encounterchristianity.co.uk  

 www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm has an excellent animation 
sequence of Genesis 1. The site, run by creationists, is open to 
critique of course, but the animation is usable. 

 www.reonline.co.uk has some useful resources. 
 www.request.org.uk Some good imagery. 
 www.bbc.co.uk/religion is always interesting on this topic 
 www.godlyplay.org.uk an excellent story telling method 

http://www.natre.org.uk/
http://www.hubblesite.org/
http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/
http://www.strath.ac.uk/Departments/SocialStudies/RE/Database/Graphics/Artefacts/CAfacts.html
http://www.strath.ac.uk/Departments/SocialStudies/RE/Database/Graphics/Artefacts/CAfacts.html
http://rejesus.co.uk/
http://www.request.org.uk/
http://www.encounterchristianity.co.uk/
http://www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm
http://www.reonline.co.uk/
http://www.request.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
http://www.godlyplay.org.uk/
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 YouTube can be a good source of brief video clips of the wonders of 
nature (this needs careful teacher monitoring of course) 

DVD / Video / visual 
Creation Stories 7-11yrs video Quest, Channel 4 
Godly Play – Creation (see The Complete Guide to Godly Play, Jerome 
Berryman) 
BBC Watch Places for worship  
Testament DVD from Channel 4 learning / S4C. ‘Creation and the 
Flood.’, episodes 1 and 2.  
Artefacts: religious artefacts for Christianity, including a cloth book of 
the creation story are available to purchase from: 
Articles of Faith (Tel: 0161 763 6232)    
Religion in Evidence (Freephone 0800 137525)] 
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This unit makes contributions to the personal development of children: 
 Spiritually, by reflecting on the awe and wonder of the world and thinking about ultimate 

questions of origins: where do we come from? Do we matter, and why? 
 Morally, by developing respect for others’ viewpoints and how they view the world and by 

developing insights into the value of the earth and environmental questions 
 Culturally, by considering different views from different communities thoughtfully 

 

Expectations:   
At the end of this unit 

Pupils 
working at 
L2 will be 
able to: 

 Retell the creation story from the Bible and talk about its importance for 
Christians and Jews [AT1] 

 Ask some questions about creation for themselves [AT1]  
 Offer some suggestions and answers, but acknowledge that some questions that 

cause people to wonder are mysterious and difficult to answer [AT2]  
 Respond sensitively to questions about their own and others’ experiences and 

feelings[AT2] 

Pupils 
working at 
L3 will be 
able to: 

 

 Describe the creation stories of Seven Days and of the Garden of Eden, as told by 
Jews and Christians and some beliefs that come from them [AT1] 

 Identify the impact that religion has on people’s lives by talking about the beliefs 
that come from these stories, and how a believer might respond to the stories 
[AT1] 

 Ask and consider important questions about the beauty of the Earth for 
themselves [AT2] 

 Make links between the stories and some beliefs about creation and origins which 
they hold themselves [AT2] 

 

Pupils 
working at 
L4 will be 
able to: 

 Understand some similarities and differences of belief both within and between 
religions about God and creation [AT1] 

 Describe the impact of religion on people’s lives: what do Christian people do, 
because they believe god is the creator? [AT1] 

 Raise and suggest answers to questions about creation and God for themselves, 
showing their understanding of controversial questions.  

 Use a developing religious vocabulary to apply their ideas about ‘where we come 
from’ and the beautiful world [AT2] 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT SUGGESTIONS: A Possible final assessment task: 
RE needs an assessment for learning approach to gathering evidence of pupils’ achievements. There is 
not a particular need for every unit to produce assessment outcomes on paper. 
At the end of the unit, have a discussion with children in which they can say what questions have been 
answered, and the new ones that have come up .You might set a structured piece of writing as a way of 
gathering individual evidence, but this is not essential. 
 

a) Judaism 

 What do you know about how a Jew spends Sabbath? 

 Are there differences or similarities to how you spend your own life? 

 If you were a Jew, what changes would you have to make in your life? What would be good about 
these? (AT2)  

 

b) Christianity 

 What are the good things about the Christian’s story of creation? 

 What questions would you ask God about Adam and eve, if you could? 

 Christians believe the universe began with the love of God and the word of God. What do you believe 
about what happened ‘in the beginning’? 

 

c) Questions of purpose 
 Some people look at our lovely world and say: “it shows that there is a wonderful God who made it 

all”. Other people think it is an accidental world. They say ‘But we don’t need God to explain our 
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world”.  
 What do you think? What arguments can you give for your ideas? 
 

d) Final summary 
 Ask children to write a short answer to the unit title question: Does a beautiful world mean there is a 

wonderful God? 

Success criteria (these relate to the suggested discussion above) 
 I can create a reflective poem on the puzzling questions I think about when I look at the beauty of 

the natural world 
 I can express my own ideas about God as creator, and talk about other people’s ideas. 
 I can say what Christians and Jews believe about God as creator 
 I can ask questions about God as creator for myself 
 I can suggest / describe / explain ways that we can look after our world 
 I can reflect on my own thoughts and feelings about how we care for the earth and what we believe 

about the Earth’s origins 
 I can talk thoughtfully and reasonably about different views of questions of origins. 

Pupils can be asked to remember to: 
 Illustrate your understanding of the stories of Genesis thoughtfully 
 Show that you understand why different people have different ideas about puzzling questions of 

beginnings 
 Use ideas from the bible and from other sources to discuss the mystery of beginnings 
 Suggest why we can all learn from the stories in different ways 
 Understand how, for Christian, belief about God as creator is connected to the wish to care for the 

Earth  

Possible level descriptors: 
Pupils who can work at level 2 will: 
 Suggest meanings in creation stories 
 Realise that questions about creation cause people to wonder and are difficult to answer 
Pupils who can work at level 3 will: 
 Make links between creation stories and the ideas and beliefs which underlie them 
 Make links between their own and other people’s ideas about creation and the environment and the 

questions these raise which are difficult to answer 
Pupils who can work at level 4 will: 
 Show how religious beliefs and ideas about creation can be expressed in different forms; give 

meanings for creation stories 
 Ask questions about puzzling aspects of creation and creation stories, and suggest answers; 
 Apply the idea of ‘creator’ to the world in explaining their own views 
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Key 
questions 

LEARNING 

OBJECTIVES 

Pupils should 

learn: 

TEACHING  AND LEARNING 
 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 
Pupils 

POINTS TO 
NOTE  

What do 

Jews and  
Christians 
believe 
happened 
“in the 
beginning?” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To know 
that Jews 
and 
Christians 
believe in a 
story of 
how God 
created the 
world and 
everything 
in it. 
 
To retell a 
story about 
creation. 
 
To think 
about why 
these 
stories are 
important 
to Jewish 
and 
Christian 
people. 
 
To respond 
creatively 
to the 
narrative of 
Genesis 1. 

Who created the world? What does the holy 
book of the Jews and Christians say? 

 Ask children to think of all the questions 
they would like to answer about the world 
we live in. Get two or three from every 
child. Sort out the most interesting and 
important ones. 

 Read the Jewish and Christian story of 
creation from Genesis 1 with the children. 
Explain to them that this story matters to 
Jews and Christians. Talk about whether 
the story is true, and accept different 
views about why it might be important. 

 Introduction PowerPoint displayed on IWB 
of the story of God creating the world, to 
use as a stimulus and encourage 
discussion. 

 Watch the ‘dynamation’ at 
www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm 
Discuss with class, thoughts and feelings 
about the presentation.  

 Look at the pictures of space available on 
www.hubblesite.org from the Hubble 
space telescope. Enable pupils to search 
for their own favourite image here, and 
to talk about why these images are so 
important. Consider the idea that 
Christians and Jews thank God for the 
wonders of the stars. 

Working imaginatively with the story 

 Ordering the days in the order of creation 
– use some sequencing activities with 
some pictures or words, shared by pairs, 
groups or the whole class. Create large 
pictures, showing the sequence.  

 Role-play, musical or dance activities can 
be used to explore the story creatively: 
what musical and movement patterns go 
well with the story? 

 Independent activities: Making their own 
storybooks of the story of creation, using 
their own ideas to write their own 
interpretations. 

 Hear or sing some songs of creation 
stories like Doug Horley’s ‘Lovely Jubbly’ 
song or ‘God said world’ by Steve Turner.  

 Choose one of the days of creation and 
create a collage picture of that image.  

 Sing ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’ 

 Reading the story in the Bible. Can they 
recall the days of creation in the correct 
order? What does the story mean? Which 
part do they like best? 

I can recall 
the outline 
of the 
creation 
story from 
Genesis 1 
(L1) 
 
I can talk 
about the 
things God 
has created 
in the world 
(L1) 
 
I can use my 
creative 
skills to 
respond 
sensitively to 
the story 
(L2) 
 
Some pupils: 
I can 
recognise 
that not 
everyone 
thinks this 
story is so 
important: 
there are 
some 
disagreemen
ts about the 
story (L3) 
 

Make links 
to PE 
through 
dance & 
music here. 
 
ICT link 
“Kids for 
Truth” is an 
evangelical 
Christian 
website. 
This 
resource 
tells the 
Bible story, 
and is useful 
in school. 
Some of 
their other 
resources 
are more 
suited to 
Church. 
 
Hubble site: 
links to the 
science 
curriculum. 

 

http://www.kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm
http://www.hubblesite.org/
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Is the 
world 
beautiful?  
 
Is it God’s 
world?  
 
Does a 
beautiful 
world 
mean 
there is a 
wonderful 
God?  

To reflect on 
the beauty 
of the 
natural 
world 
 
To reflect 
and create 
questions in 
the form of a 
poem 
 
To recognise 
that some 
questions are 
mysterious 
and puzzling 
for 
everyone. 
 
 
 

How does the creation story make you 
feel? 

 Use some Godly Play activity to 
stimulate feelings of awe and wonder 
through story. Enable children to 
respond through questioning and 
wondering. 

 Display images of the natural world 
and the universe on the IWB to 
stimulate reflective responses 

 Reflect on a mystery object such as a 
shell, flower, star or tree. Think of 5 
questions, each beginning with how, 
why, what, who, where. Record them 
on a mind-map template. Share ideas 
and then discuss these questions of 
origins. 

 Share and write poems together, 
drawing upon the children’s thoughts 
and ideas. Ask the children to express 
ideas in the form of a poem beginning 
with, ‘I wonder…’ Or choose to write a 
poem beginning with ‘Why?’ e.g.  

o Why does it get dark at night? 
o Why is the sky as blue as the 

sea? 
o Why are there fish in the sea?  

(See ‘Spirited Poetry’ RMEP for some 
inspiring examples) 

I can use 
religious 
words and 
phrases to 
identify some 
features of the 
creation story 
from Genesis 
(L2) 
 
I can create a 
reflective 
poem on the 
puzzling 
questions I 
think about 
when I look at 
the beauty of 
the natural 
world (L3) 

NB: Muslim 
teaching 
about 
Creation 
stories is 
similar to, 
and 
different 
from the 
stories of 
Genesis. 
 
Literacy / 
poetry link: 
the poetry 
unit in the 
Literacy 
Strategy for 
Year 3 or 4 
can connect 
with this 
work. 

What 
questions 
would you 
like to ask 
‘God’ 
about how 
the world 
was 
created? 
 
What does 
the 
second 
creation 
story in 
the Bible 
say? What 
does it 
mean? 

To recognise 
that some 
questions 
that cause 
people to 
wonder are 
difficult to 
answer  
 
To respond 
sensitively to 
thoughts and 
feelings of 
others 
 
To learn 
from the 
story of 
Adam and 
eve in 
Genesis 2-3 
 
 

What questions would you like to ask 
God about how the world was created? 

 Hot Seating activity 

 If you had God in the hot seat, what 
questions would you ask? One member 
of the group sits on the ‘hot seat’ and 
can be asked questions by others. 
Child to answer in role – or perhaps 
this is a role for the teacher. 

The story of Adam and Eve.  

 Genesis 2-3 is the second creation 
story in the Bible. Listen to the story.  

 Again, pupils generate questions they 
would like to ask relating to what they 
have heard.  

 Questions written on whiteboard. In 
pairs/groups, the questions are 
carefully considered and one question 
is selected to be discussed by the 
whole class. Pupils to be encouraged 
to justify or give reasons why they 
have selected the question.  

I can ask 
questions 
about God and 
the creation 
story (L2) 
 
I am 
developing my 
own reasoning 
and thinking. I 
can describe 
my own idea 
(L3) 
 
I can ‘have a 
go’ at 
answering 
tricky 
questions (L3) 
 
I can listen to 
others’ ideas 
(general skill) 

Speaking & 
Listening 
link 
 
This method 
owes a lot 
to the 
‘Philosophy 
for 
Children’ 
movement. 
If you have 
a P4C 
trained 
colleague, 
ask them to 
lead on this. 
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What 
message 
do Jews 
and 
Christian
s believe 
God has 
given us 
about 
how we 
should 
look 
after our 
world? 

To 
express 
own ideas 
about the 
stories of 
how God 
asked 
people to 
look after 
our world 
 
 

In the stories, what did God say about how we 
should take care of our world? 

 Display images on the IWB of natural beauty 
e.g. waterfalls, mountains, beach, sunset etc. 
What might be God’s favourite things in all 
creation?  

 Talk about the creation story and what we 
have discussed about God. What does the story 
tells us about God? In pairs, select words and 
phrases that would describe Him.  

 Talk about the Christian concept of God the 
father and how Christians believe that God 
made the world and wants us to look after it. 
Also talk about the idea that God is like a 
mother or father, wanting to protect what he 
has made. How does this make the children 
feel? Discuss. 

 Talk about how the Jewish religion celebrates 
God’s good earth, and asks its members to 
make a fruitful world last for the generations 
that follow us. 

I can say why 
Christians 
think God is 
like a loving 
father (L2) 
 

I can say why 
Jewish 
people thank 
the Almighty 
for the gift 
of a fruitful 
world (L2) 
 

I can say 
what I think 
about the 
stories of 
creation and 
about 
reasons for 
caring for 
the Earth 
(L3) 

The links 
between 
work on 
creation 
and work 
on 
environme
nt need to 
be 
carefully 
made, but 
are quite 
obvious in 
some 
ways. 

What 
should 
people 
do to 
care for 
the 
beautif
ul 
earth? 
 
Why? 

To make 
links 
between 
the 
creation 
stories of 
Jews and 
Christians 
and the 
need to 
care for 
the earth 
today 

How can we care for the beautiful world? 
 Teacher to lead a discussion about caring for 

1) animals 2) natural world. Make a list of 
class ideas about, for example, what animals 
need, what flowers and trees need, what the 
Planet needs. 

 Consider the idea that Christian people should 
care for the world if they believe it is God’s 
creation - it is a gift that we have to look 
after.  

 What do the stories tell us about the 
relationship between God and the world, God 
and people, the world and people?  

Stewards of the earth? 
 Introduce the Christian concept of 

stewardship: If pupils owned a great estate 
and employed a manager to look after it, what 
would a good manager do? What would a bad 
manager do?  

 Are human beings good managers of the world 
or bad managers? How do we feel when 
something, or someone, spoils what we have 
created? (e.g. sandcastles on the beach.)  

 How do pupils think God might feel about the 
way people treat the world? Why do you think 
we should care about our world and how can 
we make a difference? Make two pictures 
called ‘creation loved’ and ‘creation spoiled’ 
showing ‘how not to do it’.  

 Brainstorm: how does the Bible tells Jews and 
Christians to look after our world? What other 
ideas about care for the earth do we have? 
Think / Pair / Share about what we can do to 
take care of our world and environment. 

 Make posters or create a class display showing 
a tree. Each leaf to display an idea, an action, 
a prayer, a rule to help us look after the 
world. 

 
I can suggest 
ways that we 
can look 
after our 
world (L2) 
 
I can 
describe 
what 
‘stewarding 
the world’ 
means (L3) 
 
I can apply 
the idea of 
‘stewardship
’ to the ways 
people 
behave by 
saying what 
good 
stewards or 
bad stewards 
might do 
(L4) 

 
There are 
many 
curricular 
links to 
the whole 
area of 
learning 
on human, 
social and 
environme
ntal 
understan
ding in this 
work. 
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What do 
Jews say 
about 
the 
creation 
story? 

To discuss 
what Jews 
say about 
the 7th day 
of the 
creation 
story 
 
To think 
about the 
idea that the 
Earth needs 
rest, as all 
people do 

A story shared by Jews and Christians  

 Discuss the Jewish faith and recap main 
features of worship and beliefs. Talk 
about the creation story being found in 
the Old Testament of the Christian 
Bible, but this is also called the Jewish 
Holy Book, the Torah. This includes the 
book of Genesis, which is also in the 
Bible. Draw upon other similarities 
through discussion. 

 Re-tell the story of creation and say 
that Jewish people believe in one God 
who created the world. Some Jewish 
people believe that God created the 
world in six days, as the story says – 
others see the story as a metaphor, 
symbolising god’s creation. 

 You might read from ‘Jewish Stories’ by 
Anita Ganeri (see Resources list above) 

I can compare 
Christian and 
Jewish ideas 
about the 
creation story 
thoughtfully 
(L4) 
 
I can 
understand 
and apply the 
idea of ‘rest’ 
for people and 
for the earth 
(L4) 

Shabbat is 
an 
important 
part of 
Jewish 
family life.  
 
Link this 
to other 
RE topics 
from other 
units. 

Why is it 
important 
to have 
times of 
rest? 
 
What 
makes a 
rest day a 
holy day 
for Jews? 

To know 
about 
Shabbat 
 
To make a 
link between 
Shabbat, the 
creation 
story and 
their own 
need for rest 
 
To 
appreciate 
the 
importance 
of Sabbath in 
the Jewish 
home 

Why is Shabbat special for Jews? 

 Each week, Jewish people keep the 
seventh day holy for rest and worship 
(Shabbat). Jews believe that on the 
seventh day, God rested from all his 
work. He blessed the seventh day and 
declared it holy for ever, a day on which 
no work should be done.  

 Shabbat begins at sunset on Friday, 
when two candles are lit Ito welcome 
Shabbat in. On Saturday, many Jews go 
to the Synagogue. Shabbat ends when 
the first stars appear on Saturday night. 
Watch BBC ‘Places for worship’ and find 
out about Shabbat. 

 Re-enact a Shabbat meal 

 Compare a Jewish child’s Sabbath with 
how they spend their weekend. 

I know that 
Shabbat is the 
holy day for 
Jews (L1) 
 
I can describe 
how a Jewish 
child spends 
their Sabbath 
and compare 
it to my own 
life (L3) 
 

NB: Jewish 
celebration 
of Shabbat 
is a very 
positive 
thing. It’s 
important 
not to 
present it 
as ‘lots of 
things that 
can’t be 
done.’ 

How do 
Jews 
celebrate 
God’s 
creation 
of the 
world? 

To know 
about the 
festival of 
Rosh 
Hashanah 
 
To think 
about 
whether the 
‘birthday of 
the world’ 
should be 
celebrated 
by anyone 

 Talk about the festival of Rosh Hashanah 
(September-October) and how it is a 
time when Jews remember the creation 
of the world. The day is referred to as 
‘the birthday of the world.’ It is a time 
when people think about their faults of 
the past year. It is the custom at home 
to eat pieces of bread and apple dipped 
in honey, this represents the hope for a 
‘sweet’ new year.  

 Have a tasting session of slices of apple 
dipped in honey. 

 Invite pupils to reflect on their own lives 
and share with others if they feel 
comfortable. Teacher to begin the 
activity with own examples.  

 Discuss and write about their wishes for 
a happy new year. Display  

I can reflect 
on my own 
experiences 
and feelings 
about rest, 
about the 
environment 
and about the 
Earth (L2) 

Try this 
unusual 
question 
as a 
starter for 
the lesson: 
if we knew 
when the 
birthday of 
the world 
was, could 
we have a 
birthday 
party for 
the earth? 
If we did, 
what 
should 
happen? 
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What 
have we 
learned 
in this 
unit of 
RE? 

To make 
links 
between the 
life of a Jew 
and my own 
life 
 
To make 
links 
between the 
creations 
stories of 
Genesis and 
beliefs about 
God 
 
To reflect 
for myself on 
questions of 
origins and 
meanings: 
Does a 
beautiful 
world mean 
there is a 
wonderful 
God? 

Summary and drawing out of the learning 
At the end of the unit, have a discussion 
with children in which they can say what 
questions have been answered, and the 
new ones that have come up. 
a) Judaism 

 What do you know about how a Jew 
spends Sabbath? 

 Are there differences or similarities to 
how you spend your own life? 

 If you were a Jew, what changes 
would you have to make in your life? 
What would be good about these? 
(AT2)  

b) Christianity 

 Christians believe the universe began 
with the love of God and the word of 
God. What do you believe about what 
happened ‘in the beginning’? 

c) Questions of purpose 
 Some people look at our lovely world 

and say it shows there is a wonderful 
God who made it all. Other people 
think it is an accidental world.  

 What do you think? What arguments 
can you give for your ideas? 

d) Final summary 
 Ask children to write a short answer to 

the unit title question: Does a 
beautiful world mean there is a 
wonderful God? 

 

I can describe 
some ways my 
life is similar 
or different to 
that of a 
Jewish child 
(L3) 
 
I can identify 
/ describe the 
ways 
Christians 
explain the 
beginning of 
the world 
(L2/3) 
 
I can give my 
opinions about 
some of this 
unit’s big 
questions, 
thoughtfully 
(L3) 

This 
conclusion is 
not easy, 
but it’s 
important 
for RE to be 
about big 
spiritual 
questions 
rather than 
just little 
religious 
facts. 

 


